
History of the 36th Rescue Flight

First known as the 48th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron (ARRS), the unit was activated at Fairchild AFB in 1971 under Military Airlift Command (later Air Mobility Command) with nine UH-1N “Twin Hueys” and approximately 140 people.  In August 1976, the unit was designated Detachment 24, 40th ARRS and downsized to five aircraft and 57 personnel.  In November 1987, the unit was renamed Detachment 24, 37th Air Rescue Squadron.  On October 1, 1988, the responsibility for helicopter maintenance transferred from military personnel to civilian contract.  The unit changed from Air Mobility Command to Air Combat Command as Detachment 24, 92nd Operations Group on February 1, 1993.  On July 1, 1993, they became the 36th Rescue Flight and transferred to Air Education and Training Command under the 336th Training Group (USAF Survival School).  

The primary mission of the 36 RQF is support of the Air Force Survival School’s training program.  This is accomplished through vector and combat recovery procedures training, rescue hoist instruction and parachute demonstration.  The unit is also on call for emergency medical evacuation of military and civilian personnel throughout the Inland Northwest, and performs search and rescue missions in a four-state region under the provisions of the National Search and Rescue Plan.  The unit has been performing these missions for more than 30 years.

With four UH-1N Hueys and approximately 28 military personnel, the unit has an aircraft on standby alert 24 hours a day, six days a week, 49 weeks each year at the Survival School’s remote operating location near Cusick, Washington.  The alert crew assists in the field-training portion of the school and is available for emergency medical transportation as needed.  

With an impressive total of over 585 lives saved since the unit’s inception, the 36 RQF truly lives up to its motto, “That Others May Live.”  

