
Explosive Ordinance Disposal

(EOD) 

Mission

Locates, identifies, disarms, neutralizes, recovers, and disposes of hazardous explosives; chemical, biological, incendiary, and nuclear ordnance; and criminal or terrorist devices.  Assist the US Secret Service and State Department in the protection of President, Vice President, their staff, and families, as well as other US and foreign dignitaries.

Personnel

Fourteen personnel assigned to Fairchild.

Area of Responsibility

Fairchild Air Force Base, Eastern Washington, and Northern Idaho.  They also travel around the county and the world for Secret Service support and tactical deployments.

On/Off Base Responses

On base responses: suspect packages, dropped/damaged munitions, unstable/expired explosives, and transit aircraft carrying ordnance.

Off base responses: (when requested by competent civil authorities) include military ordinance turned over to local police, suspect packages, and other explosive items found.  Wing Commander grants permission (through the Command Rost) for responses off base.

Equipment

Two robots; 1 designed for use in smaller areas, including inside aircraft, 1 larger model that is able to lift heavier objects and has a more elaborate camera system.  They are also able to climb stairs and can be operated by wireless remote or by using a fiber optic cable.

Bomb suits; designed to protect the user from an explosion while working on an explosive device.  Different models are used here, depending on the scenario and how much dexterity the user needs.

Bomb trailer; will hold and contain explosives without damage to the surrounding area.  It can be reused indefinitely; all that is required is an inspection after each use to make sure it still meets specifications.

Tactical vehicles:  2-HMMWVs (aka Hummer) and a trailer; they hold all of our deployable equipment and can be driven on and off an aircraft.  

Many other equipment items are used in the identification of all types of explosive ordnance.  This includes X-Ray machines, fiber optic viewing apparatus, hook and line kits, as well as explosively operated render safe tools used to open suspected terrorist type devices from a remote location.

Specialty Summary. Detects, identifies, renders safe, recovers, and disposes of United States and foreign conventional, incendiary, chemical, biological, and nuclear ordnance. Renders safe and disposes of criminal/ terrorist improvised explosive devices. Other duties include: supporting the United States Secret Service for the protection of the President, Vice President and other dignitaries; providing support to Federal, State and local law enforcement agencies concerning EOD matters when determined to be in the interest of public safety; supporting specialized Joint Service Task Force operations; instructing base and community members on ordnance recognition skills and improvised explosive device countermeasures; and providing the hazardous materials (HAZMAT) response capability for incidents involving explosive ordnance.

Duties and Responsibilities

1. Performs explosive ordnance (EOD) disposal functions.

· Conducts area reconnaissance for detecting and identifying unexploded ordnance.

· Determines distances to which personnel and material must be evacuated.

· Photographs all unknown explosive ordnance for technical intelligence and reporting requirements.

· Removes earth and debris surrounding unexploded ordnance, using mechanical tools, hand tools, and appropriate equipment.

· Estimates depth of buried explosive ordnance by using probing techniques or detection equipment.

· Performs constructing, sinking, and timbering of shafts for access to bury explosive ordnance and to protect personnel during recovery operations.

· Performs necessary rendering safe procedures, using special tools and techniques, including remote controlled devices and shaped charges.

· Removes safe explosive ordnance by using winches, pulleys, cables, or cranes. Operates and interprets radiation and other detecting instruments in monitoring areas adjacent to unexploded ordnance suspected of containing toxic or radioactive contamination.

· Neutralizes, leak seals, packages, and disposes of chemical and biological munitions.

· Disposes of explosive ordnance rendered exceptionally hazardous by damage or deterioration.

· Disposes of unserviceable explosives by thermal treatment.

· Notifies authorities when areas are free of danger.

· Secures explosive ordnance and equipment to vehicles and plans evacuation routes.

· Prepares reports concerning explosive ordnance disposal activities.

· Fabricates and uses explosive charges.

· Neutralizes and disposes of improvised explosive devices.

2. Performs as a specialized member of the Base Emergency Response Force.

· Provides guidance and advice to the On-scene Commander in detecting, monitoring, evaluating, and decontaminating radioactive, chemical, or biological hazards.

· Safes, removes, and disposes of explosives, explosive devices, and explosive ordnance rendered hazardous due to accident or incident to include ejection and catapult devices, squibs, explosive bolts, warheads, bombs, rockets, guided missiles, guns, and ammunition.

· Conducts explosive ordnance indoctrination programs for disaster preparedness teams and other agencies.

3. Performs related munitions and weapons functions.

· Performs functions relating to EOD munitions, weapons, or nuclear weapons activities as directed.

· Maintains explosive ordnance publications and administrative publications libraries pertaining to explosive ordnance functions.

· Inventories, stores, and maintains supplies, tools, and equipment relative to explosive ordnance disposal.

· Directs explosive ordnance indoctrination programs.

