









16 May 02

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL FAIRCHILD PHARMACY PATRONS

FROM:  92d Medical Group/CC

SUBJECT:  Release of Prescriptions to Patient Representatives

1.  This letter is written to inform all our pharmacy patrons about the Release of Prescriptions to Patient Representatives policy that was implemented 1 October 1999 and Washington State Law regarding consent of a minor. It provides guidance to clarify the release of medications and medication history information to persons representing the patient.

     a.  Patient Representative:  Includes not only spouses, parents and legal guardians, but also courier services, and any other individual so designated and authorized by the patient in writing.  We will release prescription medications to designated patient representatives provided all of the following requirements met.  The patient representative must: 1) possess a valid photo ID card; 2) be in possession of the patient’s military ID card (or possess a copy of the same to include front and back); and 3) have a signed statement from the patient authorizing the representative to act on his/her behalf for this purpose.  There is no requirement for this signed statement to be notarized; however, the patient may choose to use a medical power of attorney.

    b.  Dependent Children:  Verification of the patient representative’s relationship to the dependent child will be accomplished through DEERS.  If an individual other than the parent or guardian of the dependent child is designated to act as the patient’s representative, this individual must:  1) possess a valid photo ID card; 2) be in possession of the child’s military ID card or photocopy (if applicable); and 3) have a signed authorization statement from the dependent child’s parent or legal guardian.  

     c.  Consent of Minor Ages 13-17 years.  A minor patient’s signed authorization and military ID card (or a copy of the same to include front and back) is required to release prescription medication or prescription information concerning: 1) conditions relating to the minor’s sexuality including, but not limited to, contraception, pregnancy, pregnancy termination, sterilization, and sexually transmitted diseases (age 14 and above); 2) alcoholism and/or drug abuse (age 13 and above); 3) mental health conditions (age 13 and above).

2.  Patient confidentiality and privacy are overriding concerns and appropriate steps should be taken to prevent unauthorized disclosure of prescription information.  Clarification of this policy change has been obtained from Air Mobility Command Surgeon’s Supplemental Guidance 98-0020P.  We ask your understanding of and cooperation with this policy change.  If you have questions about this change, please contact the pharmacy staff.
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RICHARD G. GRIFFITH, Colonel, USAF, MC, FS
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